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Surge in top talent looking to call WA home
Meilin Chew The West Australian

Edwina King, owner of King Corporate Migration, with staff Gary Nolan, Kirsty Finn, and Emmy Rezaei Credit:
Jackson Flindell/The West Australian
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The number of inquiries from some of the world’s brightest minds wanting to live and
work in WA has trebled since October, according to local migration agents, with many
enticed by the State’s success in containing COVID-19.

Since the Federal Government increased the number of spots for its Global Talent
Independent Program from 5000 to 15,000 for 2020-21 in the October Budget, inquiries
from migrants possessing distinguished skill sets have surged.

The program, designed to grow the nation’s innovation and tech economies, provides a
streamlined visa pathway for highly skilled professionals to work and live permanently in
Australia.
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Managing director and principal migration agent at KCM, Edwina King, said she is getting
between 10 and 15 inquiries a month for spots under the program, as opposed to only a
few when it was introduced in November last year.

She said most of the applicants were from “top-level management” in fields such as
engineering, mining, energy and gas.

“They’re really the best and brightest from all over the world,” she said. “They’re
developing technologies and many are PhD qualified, bringing their expertise to WA.”

Ms King said most of the inquiries were from applicants living in Britain and eastern
Europe. The scheme, also known as the Global Talent Visa program, has an emphasis on
seven future-focused sectors. Areas include agtech, space and advanced manufacturing,
fintech, energy and mining technology, medtech and cyber security.

It continued to be promoted overseas to skilled foreign nationals during border closures,
and applicants who applied had their visas processed from offshore.

This was in contrast to applicants under similar schemes, such as the Temporary Business
Skill Shortage visa, who were not able to have their visa processed.

Founder and executive director of immigration advisory firm Globility Group, Mark
Wright, said WA’s success in handling COVID-19 coupled with its resource-heavy
composition was a drawcard for top talent.

“The resources sector is really supporting the Australian economy disproportionately at
the moment, and that is unlikely to let up in the foreseeable future,” he said.
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“All these feeder industries that feed off that resources sector will have a bit of a
renaissance, and a lot of those industries are headquartered in locations like WA or
Queensland.”

The pandemic has highlighted skills shortages in WA. Concerns about the availability of
skilled staff rose from 14 per cent in June to 25 per cent in September, a Chamber of
Commerce and Industry WA survey found.
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